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of both England and France. The Foreign Secretary's task seemed perpetually to heal the sores that his colleagues would gladly have opened. They attempted to curtail him on this mission by having him accompanied by a colleague, but he had already departed. The war group in the Cabinet favoured another ultimatum, on this occasion to France, threatening to withdraw British troops in the event of British policy not being supported. Once again, however, a further wrangle with M. Poincare proved successful.
On October 7th a letter appeared in The Times from Mr. Bonar Law. It sealed the fate of the Coalition, although that was not its author's intention. It was on him that the burden would fall if the Coalition broke up, and at that moment he was contemplating retiring from public life. Mr. Bonar Law stated that affairs in the Near East were essentially part of the Peace Settlement and that France should be prepared to take her share of the burden. It was unfair, he considered, to expect England to act as a police state while she remained crippled in her finances at home, and the only alternative in the future would be for her "to restrict her attention to safeguarding the more immediate interests of the Empire/' With the official support of the Conservative Party then on the side of Lord Curzon, he was able to wrest an agreement from M. Poincar6< The inner group of the Cabinet gave way with ati uneasy grace and an Armistice was signed with General Harrington at Mudania.
The fact that the Cabinet had secured an official Peace when the nation had reason to suspect its personal efforts made it perhaps more unpopular. The Times condemned it and the Conservative revolt which was the best informed of these inner events was imminent. Mr* Baldwin and others had remained aghast at the attitude of certain members for some time. Mr. Churchill gave a dinner party to decide whether it would be fair to the Conservative Party to make a hurried appeal to the country. That was the Coalition's only hope. Lord Curzon for some reason decided to support